
 Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Many parents have reached out and have asked what students will be accountable for during 
distant learning. First of all, thank you for continuing to ask questions. This is so new for all of us 
and it is an ongoing process. When it comes to instruction, we have been advised, by our  
Governor and the Colorado Department of Education, to continue the education of our students 
with as much normalcy as possible in the given situation.  The Governor mentioned that we 
move forward with the intention of moving kids to the next grade, as he also knows there is so 
much we as educators and parents cannot control. Both are asking  all schools to do everything 
they can to finish out the school year teaching their students.  
 
What is your student required to do? 
Normally, we are supposed to have 90-120 minutes of literacy instruction a day according to our 
grant requirements on the four day week. We are also required to have 90 minutes of math a 
day. We know that this will look different now that kids are accessing learning distantly. 
Teachers have decided to have the kids do up to 30 minutes of Lexia per day and then also do 
the work that is assigned by the teachers.We also ask that kids complete the math assignments 
provided by their teacher. The exact time for each may vary depending on age, ability, and 
parent participation and availability. Parents play a huge role in this. We know that parents will 
do their best to adhere to this, but for some it may be a little more difficult as they are still 
working or have other situations that make this difficult.  Parents can also spread the work  out 
over the weekend if that helps. You do have the flexibility to work around your schedule with the 
work that is being sent home. We ask that you communicate with your child's teacher on what 
works best for you.  
 
Teachers are also working hard to work with your child via Zoom (digital meetings). If you are 
able to help your child participate in these meetings, it can account for some direct instruction, 
clarification, and some much needed contact time with your child's peers and teacher.  I would 
remind parents that the more students do now the less catch up they will have in the fall.  We 
also know we need to be flexible based upon the needs of our families.  
 
Will the assignments be graded? 
Teachers will be collecting the finished work and putting it in their gradebook. This allows them 
to keep their thumb on the pulse of what your children are needing. It will also help them make 
informed decisions for when we return and for next year's instruction. Teachers are using the 
completed work to assess their students. As a school we know this is such a crazy time for 
everyone without face to face instruction, and some parents are really struggling with this 
process and how to do this at home.  If you are needing any materials for the work sent home, 
please let your child's teacher know and they will find a way to get it to you. Please know we 
truly empathize with you and know this is challenging.  
 
What are the expectations in Art and P.E.? 



After our teacher's meeting today, we decided that optional activities will be posted weekly for 
your child to participate in. These activities will not be graded. Both Ms. Mahlin and Ms. Bunker 
want to stay in contact with your children as well and would love to see what they are doing 
during this time. If your child completes an activity they always have the option to share with Ms. 
Mahlin and Ms. Bunker for feedback. Some students are already doing this. They can do this in 
the form of uploaded pictures or videos.  
 
 
In closing, it's important to remember that all involved need to make a good faith effort to 
educate our kids.Truly, this is not the best for our kids and I know parents and teachers are 
doing the best they can to keep our kids learning. You have an amazing support team around 
you with the teachers you are working with and they all are willing to help your family however 
they can. We are in this together and we will come out on the other side. I miss your kids and 
want them back in our classrooms more than ever. Please continue to communicate with your 
child's teacher on what your needs are and thank you for all your help in our efforts during this 
difficult time. Also please feel to reach out to me as well with concerns and questions. Hope this 
finds you all healthy! 
 
-Mrs. Rasmussen 
 


